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Part 11:
Walking in 
LOVING 

obedience 
with JOY!



SH’MA – hear and do – with JOY!
Do we really follow God with all of 

our hearts?
In this manual, we have focused on and studied the 
curses [death] that come from disobeying God’s 
Instructions [His TORAH], highlighting man’s  attempt 
to do things his own way [rebellion]. We’ve seen that 

there are only two choices – life or death.  Both 
roads require obedience of some kind – you 

either serve satan and the kingdom of 
darkness … or God and His Kingdom of 
Light. However …

“Obedience” in God’s Kingdom has 
an entirely different meaning!

The Scriptures are filled with ordinances, 
statutes, and commandments … and yet, 
you will be surprised to learn that there is 
not one Biblical Hebrew word that 
specifically translates the English word 

“obey”! There is NO VERB in Biblical 
Hebrew that means “to obey”.  So … when 

we read the word “obey” in the English Bible 
translations, what Hebrew word is  being used?  SH’MA – 

“hear”.

It is very interesting that when [late 19th Century] the 
language of Hebrew was being revived to be used as a 

spoken language, the Jewish people had to find a Hebrew word that meant “to obey”. An 
army depends  on obedience to its  commander. In having to come up with a Hebrew verb 
for “to obey”, they chose the word “letsayet”, an Aramaic term that you will NOT find in 
the Scriptures. In fact, the word that the Torah uses  in reference to obedience is 
“hear” (sh’ma). Sh’ma is a key term in the Book of Deuteronomy where it appears nearly 
a hundred times as Moses pleads with the people to hear – SH’MA – the Voice of God.

We must hear and DO …
In the last Book of the Torah – the Book of Deuteronomy – Moses speaks to the people of 
Israel, preparing them to finally enter the Promised Land. As a loving shepherd, he begins 
with fatherly advice to this second generation of Israelites that have been raised in the 
wilderness: 
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Deuteronomy 4:1-2 “NOW LISTEN and give heed, O Israel, to the statutes and 
ordinances which I teach you, and do them, that you may live and go in and possess the 
land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, gives you. 2  You shall not add to the word 
which I command you, neither shall you diminish it, that you may keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”

It was absolutely forbidden to “add to” or to “take away from” the Revelation of the Word 
that was given on Mount Sinai to Moses. Later in Deuteronomy57 , this is repeated: 

Deuteronomy 12:32 " 32  Whatever I command you, be watchful to do it; you shall not 
add to it or diminish it.”

What does Y’shua [Jesus] tell us?

Matthew 23:1-3 “THEN JESUS said to the multitudes and to His disciples, 2  The scribes 
and Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat [of authority]. 3  So observe and practice all they tell you; 
but do not do what they do, for they preach, but do not practice.”

Let’s look at the Shema, the core Hebrew prayer. In the reciting of the Shema, special 
emphasis is given to the first six Hebrew words:

How do we see the “hearing” being done?

Note all the ACTION words used in the Scriptures!

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “4  Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord [the only Lord]. 5  And 
you shall love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with your entire 
being and with all your might. 6  And these words which I am commanding you this day 
shall be [first] in your [own] minds and hearts; [then] 7  You shall whet and sharpen 
them so as to make them penetrate, and teach and impress them diligently upon the 
[minds and] hearts of your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8  And you shall 
bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets (forehead bands) 
between your eyes. 9  And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates.”

The word SH’MA58  is filled with meaning. It does not just mean “hear, O Israel” – it is  better 
defined like this: 
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57!Note,!Israel!heard!the!Words!of!God!–!they!knew!what!they!were!to!do,!and!yet!they!did!not)
SH’MA.

58!For!additional!study,!see!http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=173!and!
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Scripture/Torah/The_Shema/the_shema.html.!



Listen. Concentrate. Give the Word of the LORD your most focused 
attention. Strive to understand. Engage all your faculties, intellectual, and 
emotional. Make His Will your own. For what HE commands you to do is not 
irrational or arbitrary but for your welfare, the welfare of your people, and 
ultimately for the benefit of all humanity. 

Another Hebrew word worth noting in the Shema is the unusual word for “teach” in verse 
seven – the Hebrew phrase is ve’shinan’tam. The word comes from a root associated with 
repetition [to engrave]59. It is sometimes used as a verb to describe the act of sharpening a 
blade or a sword. In other words, the type of instruction of which this command speaks 
cannot be accomplished in a single lesson, but the goal of the Shema is  to foster the 
discipline of constant awareness and unceasing attentiveness. It must be taught, 
repeated, and stated again. It is a living teaching, intended to guide our lives. Therefore it 
must be learned and learned well, memorized until it becomes part of our very being. 

As verses seven through nine testify, there is no environment where the Words of the Bible 
would be considered out of place. We are to meditate on God’s Word60 day and night: 

The emphasis in the Shema is on hearing, and in hearing – doing [action]. In an insightful 
article penned in the 1800’s, R. Jacob Leiner wrote: 
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59!For!additional!study,!check!out!the!free!audio!teachings!from!Mark!Biltz:!http://
elshaddaiministries.us/audio/torah5770/20100724vaetchanan.html!and!http://
elshaddaiministries.us/audio/torah5770/20100731ekev.html.!

60!See!also!Psalm!1:1E2!and!Joshua!1:7E8.



From a human perspective it often seems as if seeing is a more precise form 
of knowledge than hearing. In fact, however, hearing has a greater power 
than seeing. Sight discloses the external aspect of things, but hearing 
reveals their inwardness. The aspect of G-d which prevails is “Be silent, O 
Israel, and listen” [Deuteronomy 27:9 … Keep silent and hear, O Israel: This 
day you have become the people of the Lord your G-d]. The idea of being 
silent is that the person practices a self-imposed limitation on his senses, no 
longer looking at the events in this [external] world and he is then able clearly 
to understand that “You have now become the people of the Lord your G-d”.

When God cannot be seen, He can still be heard. Hearing represents  a depth encounter 
more intimate and transformational than seeing.  

Greece of the 5th to 3rd centuries B.C.E. excelled in art, architecture, sculpture and the 
theatre – the visual arts. In these it achieved a greatness that has never been surpassed. 
Renaissance Italy was essentially a rediscovery of the world and skills of ancient Greece. 
During the same time period, Jews excelled at none of these things. The reason for this is 
that their interest lay not in sight, but in sound – not in seeing things, but in hearing The 
Voice. Ancient Israel was a culture of the ear, not of the eye. 

Obedience in God’s Kingdom means that we hear … and do what He says.

We are to rejoice and have great joy!
God’s prescribed process for giving thanks once the Israelites have entered the Land and 
settled in it is: 

Deuteronomy 26:1, 10-11 “WHEN YOU have come into the land which the Lord your God 
gives you as an inheritance and possess it and live in it, 10  And now, behold, I bring the 
firstfruits of the ground which You, O Lord, have given me. And you shall set it 
down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God; 11  And you 
and the Levite and the stranger and the sojourner among you shall rejoice in all the good 
which the Lord your God has given you and your household.”
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As!an!act!of!reverence,!Jews!cover!their!face!when!praying!the!Shema.

In doing this, the Israelite declares that he is not ungrateful. He is recognizing not only 
where he has come from, but also the Almighty Who has consistently guided him. Despite 
all odds, because of the Almighty’s Kindness and Graciousness, the Israelites  were able to 
come in and possess the Land. And as a conclusion to this process, they are commanded 
to “rejoice”! Gratitude leads to JOY! When one sees the physical fruit of one’s labor, an 
appreciation of “the LORD, the God of our fathers”, must be part of the experience! If not, 
then one has failed to see the LORD’s enabling role in all of man’s human 
accomplishments. 

If the person felt no “joy” in this moment, then it was certainly an indication that he had 
moved away from the LORD, despite all the blessings he had received. It was at this point, 
that the “joyless person” positioned himself to inherit the curses: 

Deuteronomy 28:47-48 “47  Because you did not serve the Lord your God with 
joyfulness of [mind and] heart [in gratitude] for the abundance of all [with which He 
had blessed you], 48  Therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord shall 
send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and in want of all things; and He will 
put a yoke of iron upon your neck until He has destroyed you.”

If we go back to the beginning of the Scriptures, we read that the very first command 
included the benefit of eating and “enjoying” all of the trees of the Garden of Eden: 

Genesis 2:16-17 “16  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, You may freely eat 
of every tree of the garden; 17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and 
blessing and calamity you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.”
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The first and the greatest gift given to man was LIFE.

Genesis 2:7 “7  Then the Lord God formed 
man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath or spirit 
of life, and man became a living being.”

Without LIFE, you can possess  nothing. 
Being alive is  enough reason for expressing 
JOY, regardless of the negative experiences 
one may encounter. With life comes the 
opportunity for growth. In fact, we can 
connect joy and growth through Hebrew, as 
they are similar and related in meaning: 

➡ Joy – sameach.
➡ Growth – tzameach.

Now we have a whole new way of looking 
at JOY! We can be joyful because we know 
that we are experiencing growth! What sort 
of things spark growth and joy in an 
individual? Let’s list a few things: 

• Keeping God’s Commandments [His Instructions]
• When out of love, one keeps a Commandment, he should feel a JOY in 

being transformed, sanctified, and set apart to the Creator of the universe!

1 John 5:3 “3  For the [true] love of God is this: that we do His commands [keep His 
ordinances and are mindful of His precepts and teaching]. And these orders of His are not 
irksome (burdensome, oppressive, or grievous).”

• Study of the Scriptures
• The Sages say that the Word came down from its heavenly perch and 

became united with man … is this not what Y’shua [Jesus], the Living Word, 
did? If one viewed the Word as  a Divine Gift, he would be obsessed with 
gaining more and more of it. 

Psalm 19:7-8 “7  The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the [whole] person; the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 8  The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing 
the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure and bright, enlightening the eyes.”

• Confession
• When we cleanse ourselves of sin, and find the JOY of salvation.
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• A broken heart finds JOY in salvation.

Psalm 51:10-12, 17 “10  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right, 
persevering, and steadfast spirit within me. 11  Cast me not away from Your presence and 
take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 12  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and 
uphold me with a willing spirit. 17  My sacrifice [the sacrifice acceptable] to God is a 
broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart [broken down with sorrow for sin and humbly 
and thoroughly penitent], such, O God, You will not despise.”

• Trials
James 1:2 “2  Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or 
encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations.”

Hebrews 12:11 “11  For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and 
painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness—in conformity to God’s will 
in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God].”

• Y’shua [Jesus] set the example for us in enduring trials with JOY.

Hebrews 12:2-3 “12  So then, brace up and reinvigorate and set right your slackened and 
weakened and drooping hands and strengthen your feeble and palsied and tottering 
knees, [Isa. 35:3.] 13  And cut through and make firm and plain and smooth, straight paths 
for your feet [yes, make them safe and upright and happy paths that go in the right 
direction], so that the lame and halting [limbs] may not be put out of joint, but rather may 
be cured.”

Knowing Y’shua [Jesus] is certainly the most important reason for JOY!  Because of 
Y’shua [Jesus], we are able to receive spiritual life! This is the best reason to REJOICE! 
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Philippians 3:1,8 “FOR THE rest, my brethren, delight yourselves in the Lord and 
continue to rejoice that you are in Him. To keep writing to you [over and over] of the 
same things is not irksome to me, and it is [a precaution] for your safety. 8  Yes, 
furthermore, I count everything as loss compared to the possession of the priceless 
privilege (the overwhelming preciousness, the surpassing worth, and supreme advantage) 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of progressively becoming more deeply and 
intimately acquainted with Him [of perceiving and recognizing and understanding Him 
more fully and clearly] ...”

1 Peter 1:8-9 “8  Without having seen Him, you love Him; though you do not [even] now 
see Him, you believe in Him and exult and thrill with inexpressible and glorious 
(triumphant, heavenly) joy. 9  [At the same time] you receive the result (outcome, 
consummation) of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

If we are a “servant”, then we must not lose track of our Master who is guiding us.  Our 
faith should keep us from worry and allow us to serve our Master with JOY. Joy overrides 
circumstances. 

Colossians 3:23 “23  Whatever may be your task, work at it heartily (from the soul), as 
[something done] for the Lord and not for men,”

Philippians 4:4-6 “4  Rejoice in the Lord 
always [delight, gladden yourselves in Him]; 
again I say, Rejoice! [Ps. 37:4.] 5  Let all men 
know and perceive and recognize your 
unselfishness (your considerateness, your 
forbearing spirit). The Lord is near [He is coming 
soon]. 6  Do not fret or have any anxiety 
about anything, but in every circumstance 
and in everything, by prayer and petition 
(definite requests), with thanksgiving, continue 
to make your wants known to God.”

Finally, Y’shua [Jesus] gives us the ultimate 
reason for rejoicing! 

Luke 10:20 “20 … rejoice that your names are 
enrolled in heaven.”

Rejoicing is SERIOUS business!
God commands us to REJOICE!

Leviticus 23:40 “40 And on the first day you shall take the fruit of pleasing trees [and make 
booths of them], branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick (leafy) trees, and willows of 
the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.”
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Deuteronomy 16:11 “11 And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your 
son and daughter, your manservant and maidservant, and the Levite who is within your 
towns, the stranger or temporary resident, the fatherless, and the widow who are among 
you, at the place in which the Lord your God chooses to make His Name [and His 
Presence] dwell.”

Deuteronomy 16:14-15 “14 You shall rejoice in your Feast, you, your son and daughter, 
your manservant and maidservant, the Levite, the transient and the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow who are within your towns. 15 For seven days you shall keep a 
solemn Feast to the Lord your God in the place which the Lord chooses; because the 
Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the works of your hands, 
so that you will be altogether joyful.”

Why must we rejoice and celebrate?

Because the LORD our God will bless you in all your produce and in all the works of your 
hands.

What is the result?

So that you will be altogether (utterly) joyful!

What do we learn?

Rejoicing is based on the very Character of God, His Goodness that He has given you.

What happens when we don’t rejoice?

Deuteronomy 28:47-48,52 “47 Because you did not serve the Lord your God with 
joyfulness of [mind and] heart [in gratitude] for the abundance of all [with which He had 
blessed you], 48 Therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord shall send 
against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and in want of all things; and He will put a 
yoke of iron upon your neck until He has destroyed you. 52 They shall besiege you in all 
your towns until your high and fortified walls in which you trusted come down throughout 
all your land; and they shall besiege you in all your towns throughout all your land which 
the Lord your God has given you.”

The Feasts of the LORD
The Feasts  of the LORD are a great challenge to a lot of Christians. We tend to think that 
anything Godly has to be sombre and serious – “deeply spiritual”. It will occur when we 
fast, pray for hours, and so forth.

However, the Scriptures listed previously mainly describe the Feast of Sukkot 
[Tabernacles], which specifically takes a huge vessel of Living Waters and throws it right 
into your face if that is what you think!
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These Commandments of the LORD say it is  just as spiritual to dance before the LORD as 
it is to kneel before Him! It is  just as spiritual to partake of the fruit of the vine as it is to 
fast!

Enjoy the world we live in!
Remember, the material world is GOOD! God Himself made it and declared it to be good. 
If you are minimizing or demonizing that material world – you are offending God. 

The Rabbis say that when you come before this Judge in the world to come, you will be 
held accountable not only for all that you did that was wrong – but also be held 
accountable for all the good things that He created for you to enjoy that you didn’t.

The earth is the LORD’s  and WITH the earth we will celebrate the Creator! The earth is  the 
LORD’s and the fullness thereof – He commands you to be full of JOY!

So … is God a strict/SERIOUS Instruction-
Giver, or a King Full of JOY? How do we 
reconcile these two extremes?

Can you imagine a judge turning to the 
audience and saying … “Listen, you all out 
there, GET HAPPY!” God is far more than a 
stern Instruction-Giver – He is a Passionate 
LOVER!

This  is a God who delights in His Children and 
Who wants His Children to delight in Him!

Rejoicing is not about your feelings  – it’s 
about your God! Is He worthy of praise? Is He 
good? Does He provide, cover, protect, and 
prosper? 

Rejoice in ALL circumstances!
Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always [delight, gladden yourselves in Him]; again I 
say, Rejoice!”

Paul wrote this Scripture from prison!

1 Thessalonians 5:16-19  “16 Be happy [in your faith] and rejoice and be glad-hearted 
continually (always); 17 Be unceasing in prayer [praying perseveringly]; 18 Thank [God] 
in everything [no matter what the circumstances may be, be thankful and give thanks], for 
this is the will of God for you [who are] in Christ Jesus [the Revealer and Mediator of that 
will]. 19 Do not quench (suppress or subdue) the [Holy] Spirit;”
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Rejoicing is serious business!
On the way to the cross, Y’shua [Jesus] was motivated by JOY!

Hebrew 12:1-2 “1 THEREFORE THEN, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses [who have borne testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every 
encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) 
clings to and entangles us, and let us run with patient endurance and steady and active 
persistence the appointed course of the race that is set before us, 2 Looking away [from all 
that will distract] to Jesus, Who is the Leader and the Source of our faith [giving the first 
incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher [bringing it to maturity and perfection]. He, 
for the joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before Him, endured the cross, 
despising and ignoring the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God.”

Heaven is being in God’s Presence experiencing an ever-increasing, ever-intensifying 
glory and joy! It is a dimension of infinite joy for all eternity.

There are seasons that God has designated for joy – all the Feasts. The Feasts  are called 
the times of our REJOICING. We do it together. The Feasts/seasons  of rejoicing are 
based on what we see – God’s  Provisions, the harvest/fruit He has provided. Rejoicing is 
an appropriate response.

We also need to know that there will be times that we do not feel to be joyful. We will go 
through seasons of trials, tribulations, persecutions, hardships and sufferings. So, what do 
we do now?

The spiritual disciple of JOY
This  is based on what we don’t see but is what is  more real than what we see. The 
spiritual discipline of JOY is keeping Y’shua [Jesus] before you and seeing with the eyes of 
your heart the unseen real. What is real is that God is on His Throne!

What is real is that God is Good. 
What is real is  that no matter what the circumstances it is  His  desire that you REJOICE! 
Because in the end, HE WINS! And you with Him share in that victory!

There are over sixty references in Scripture COMMANDING CELEBRATION – these are 
Divine Commandments. The Torah is basically one party after another! Even Y’shua 
[Jesus], the Son of God, is accused of being a party-animal! 

In Nehemiah Chapter 8, the Torah is restored back to Israel. Ezra and Nehemiah said to 
the people this day is holy to the LORD your God. They had just discovered that that exact 
time was the Feast of Sukkot [Tabernacles] on the Hebrew calendar.
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Nehemiah 8:9-10 “9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all of them, This day is holy to the Lord your 
God; mourn not nor weep. For all the people wept when they heard the words of the Law.
10 Then [Ezra] told them, Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet drink, and send 
portions to him for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. And 
be not grieved and depressed, for the joy of the Lord is your strength and 
stronghold.”

Come on! This is a holy day – CELEBRATE!

Stop being baptised in lemon juice!

Do not be grieved for the joy of the LORD is your strength!

Nehemiah 8:12 “12 And all the people went their way to eat, drink, send portions, and 
make great rejoicing, for they had understood the words that were declared to them.”

Please, God, let the Church understand the Word of the Lord!

What about tithes and offerings?
Deuteronomy 14:24-25 “24 And if the distance is too long for you to carry your tithe, 
or the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His Name [and Presence] is too far 
away for you, when the Lord your God has blessed you,”
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“25 Then you shall turn it into money, and bind up the money in your hand, and shall go to 
the place [of worship] which the Lord your God has chosen. 26 And you may spend that 
money for whatever your appetite craves, for oxen, or sheep, or new wine or 
strong[er] drink, or whatever you desire; and you shall eat there before the Lord 
your God and you shall rejoice, you and your household.”

The Psalms are full of lament, but every lament ends with a “YET, I will praise the LORD!”

Habakkuk 3:17-18 “17 Though the fig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit on the 
vines, [though] the product of the olive fails and the fields yield no food, though the flock is 
cut off from the fold and there are no cattle in the stalls, 18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I 
will exult in the [victorious] God of my salvation!”

Some of you are in the low places now but God tells you how to get to the high places – 
through JOY! When it’s all been said and done, there is just one thing that matters. Did I 
do my best to live for Truth? Did I live my life for You? When its all been said and done, all 
my treasures will mean nothing. Only what I’ve done for love’s reward will stand the test of 
time.

Enter NOW THE JOY OF THE LORD!
Prayer …

Father, may something in this message cause us to reflect, to recognize, to repent, for You 
are Faithful and Just to remit our sins. And then may we rejoice!

Thank You Father for the delight of Your Word! I shall find my JOY, even my strength in 
You!

Complete in our lives that which You have destined and may we hold onto Your Hand as 
we dance with You.

May you love the LORD our God with all your heart! May you 
walk in His Ways in LOVING obedience – filled with JOY … may 

you hear His Voice and SH’MA!

212



213

Additional 
references ...



Scriptures concerning reasons for curses from God.

• Transgression and disobedience of God's Torah [Law] leads to curses and sworn 
judgments.

Daniel 9:11 “11  Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, even turning aside that they 
might not obey Your voice. Therefore the curse has been poured out on us and the oath 
that is written in the Law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against 
Him.”

• God sets before us a choice.  We decide whether we obey or disobey His 
Commandments.

Deuteronomy 11:26-28 “26  Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse—27  
The blessing if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you 
this day; 28  And the curse if you will not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, 
but turn aside from the way which I  command you this day to go after other gods, which 
you have not known.”

• Deuteronomy Chapter 28 – many curses listed for disobedience.

First curses in the Bible:

• To the serpent.

Genesis 3:14 “14  And the Lord God said to the serpent, Because you have done this, you 
are cursed above all [domestic] animals and above every [wild] living thing of the field; 
upon your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust [and what it contains] all the days of 
your life.”

• To the woman.

Genesis 3:16 “16  To the woman He said, I will greatly multiply your grief and your 
suffering in pregnancy and the pangs of childbearing; with spasms of distress you will 
bring forth children. Yet your desire and craving will be for your husband, and he will rule 
over you.”

• To the ground.

Genesis 3:17-18 “17  And to Adam He said, Because you have listened and given heed to 
the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, saying, You 
shall not eat of it, the ground is under a curse because of you; in sorrow and toil shall you 
eat [of the fruits] of it all the days of your life. 18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth 
for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field.”

• To the man.

Genesis 3:19 “19  In the sweat of your face shall you eat bread until you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you shall return.”
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First curse spoken by a man:

Genesis 9:25 “25  He exclaimed, Cursed be Canaan! He shall be the servant of servants 
to his brethren! [Deut. 27:16.]”

Jews cursing61 themselves and their children:

Matthew 27:25 “25  And all the people answered, Let His blood be on us and on our 
children! [Josh. 2:19.]”

John 19:15 “15  But they shouted, Away with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him! Pilate said 
to them, Crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar!”

General statements about curses:

Proverbs 3:33 “33  The curse of the Lord is in and on the house of the wicked, but He 
declares blessed (joyful and favored with blessings) the home of the just and consistently 
righteous. [Ps. 37:22; Zech. 5:4; Mal. 2:2.]

James 3:9-10 “9  With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse men who were 
made in God’s likeness! 10  Out of the same mouth come forth blessing and cursing. 
These things, my brethren, ought not to be so.”

Proverbs 26:2 “2  Like the sparrow in her wandering, like the swallow in her flying, so the 
causeless curse does not alight. [Num. 23:8.]”

Y’shua [Jesus] as the last word on curses:

Matthew 5:43-44 “43  You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy; [Lev. 19:18; Ps. 139:21, 22.] 44  But I tell you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, [Prov. 25:21, 22.]”

Y’shua [Jesus] provides FREEDOM from the curse:

Galatians 3:13 “13  Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse (doom) of 
the Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it is written [in the 
Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is crucified); [Deut. 21:23.]”
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Last statement about curses in the Bible:

Revelation 22:3 “3  There shall no longer exist there anything that is accursed (detestable, 
foul, offensive, impure, hateful, or horrible). But the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 
in it, and His servants shall worship Him [pay divine honors to Him and do Him holy 
service]. [Zech. 14:21.]”

Secondary causes for CURSES62:

Deuteronomy 27:26 “Cursed [arar] is he who does not support and give assent to the 
words of this law [Torah – God’s Instructions] to do them [as the rule of his life]. All the 
people shall say, Amen.”

• The land.

Leviticus 18:24-25, 28-30 “24 Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, for in all these 
things the nations are defiled which I am casting out before you. 25 And the land is defiled; 
therefore I  visit the iniquity of it upon it, and the land itself vomits out her inhabitants. 28 
[Do none of these things] lest the land spew you out when you defile it as it spewed 
out the nation that was before you. 29 Whoever commits any of these abominations 
shall be cut off from among [his] people. 30 So keep My charge: do not practice any of 
these abominable customs which were practiced before you and defile yourselves by 
them. I am the Lord your God.”

• Idolatry, false gods, sorcery, witchcraft, and involvement with the occult.

Deuteronomy 27:15-26 “15 Cursed is the man [arar] who makes a graven or molten 
image, an abomination to the Lord, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up 
in secret. All the people shall answer, Amen.”

• Dishonoring of parents.

Deuteronomy 27:16 “16 Cursed is he who dishonors his father or his mother. All the 
people shall say, Amen.”

Proverbs 20:20 “20 Whoever curses his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out 
in complete darkness.”

Ephesians 6:2-3 “2 Honor (esteem and value as precious) your father and your 
mother—this is the first commandment with a promise—
3 That all may be well with you and that you may live long on the earth.”
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• Unnatural sex.

Deuteronomy 27:20-22 “20  Cursed is he who lies with his father’s wife, because he 
uncovers what belongs to his father. All the people shall say, Amen. 21  Cursed is he who 
lies with any beast. All the people shall say, Amen. 22  Cursed is he who lies with his half 
sister, whether his father’s or his mother’s daughter. All the people shall say, Amen.”

• Trusting in people and/or the “flesh” – your own strength, learning abilities, finances, 
legalism, and self-justification.

Jeremiah 17:5-6  “5 Thus says the Lord: Cursed [with great evil] is the strong man who 
trusts in and relies on frail man, making weak [human] flesh his arm, and whose mind 
and heart turn aside from the Lord. 6 For he shall be like a shrub or a person naked and 
destitute in the desert; and he shall not see any good come, but shall dwell in the parched 
places in the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.”

Galatians 3:1-3 “1 O YOU poor and silly and thoughtless and unreflecting and senseless 
Galatians! Who has fascinated or bewitched or cast a spell over you, unto whom—right 
before your very eyes—Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was openly and graphically set forth 
and portrayed as crucified? 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] 
Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing its works, or was it by hearing [the 
message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of rituals or from a 
message of faith?] 3 Are you so foolish and so senseless and so silly? Having begun [your 
new life spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching perfection [by dependence] 
on the flesh?”

• Unreasonable towards the weak and helpless, this includes abortion as  well as 
doctors and nurses that do it.

Deuteronomy. 27:19, 25 “19  Cursed is he who perverts the justice due to the sojourner 
or the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. All the people shall say, Amen. 25 
Cursed is he who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person.”

• Theft and swearing falsely.

Zechariah 5:1-4 “1 AGAIN I lifted up my eyes and behold, I saw a scroll flying or floating in 
the air! 2 And the angel said to me, What do you see? And I answered, I see a flying scroll; 
its length is twenty cubits or thirty feet and its breadth is ten cubits or fifteen feet. 3 Then 
he said to me, This is the curse [qalah] that goes out over the face of the whole land; for 
everyone who steals shall be cut off from henceforth according to it [the curse written on 
this subject on the scroll], and everyone who swears falsely shall be cut off from 
henceforth according to it. 4 I will bring [the curse] forth, says the Lord of hosts, and it shall 
enter into the house of the thief and into the house of him who swears falsely by My name; 
and it shall abide in the midst of his house and shall consume it, both its timber and its 
stones.”
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• Withholding tithes and offerings. 

Malachi 1:14 “14 But cursed [arar] is the [cheating] deceiver who has a male in his flock 
and vows to offer it, yet sacrifices to the [sovereign] Lord a blemished or diseased thing! 
For I am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and My name is terrible and to be 
[reverently] feared among the nations.”
  
Malachi 3:8-10 “8 Will a man rob  or defraud God? Yet you rob and defraud Me. But you 
say, In what way do we rob  or defraud You? [You have withheld your] tithes and offerings. 
9 You are cursed [arar] with the curse, for you are robbing Me, even this whole nation. 10 
Bring all the tithes (the whole tenth of your income) into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in My house, and prove Me now by it, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of Heaven for you and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.”

• Authority figures.
o Parents – “You’re hopeless, stupid, a failure …”

" Marriages/families can be cursed – even from the get go –  if the 
parents/grandparents do not bless.

o Teachers – “You’re stupid, you can’t read or do maths …”
o Preachers can curse members – “You’ll never make it, you’re going to 

backslide, you’ll never be happy in another church …”
o Husband towards  his wife in marriage – like the example of Jacob and 

Rachel.  Jacob swore to Laban that whoever had his  idols would die.  What 
was the result, even though Jacob did not know that Rachel had the idols?  
Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin.

Genesis 31:19, 30-32 “19 Now Laban had gone to shear his sheep [possibly to the feast of 
sheepshearing], and Rachel stole her father’s household gods. 30 And now you felt you 
must go because you were homesick for your father’s house, but why did you steal my 
[household] gods? 31 Jacob answered Laban, Because I was afraid; for I thought, 
Suppose you would take your daughters from me by force. 32 The one with whom you find 
those gods of yours, let him not live. Here before our kinsmen [search my possessions 
and] take whatever you find that belongs to you. For Jacob did not know that Rachel had 
stolen [the images].”
 
Genesis 35:17-18 “17 When she was in hard labor, the midwife said to her, Do not be 
afraid; you shall have this son also. 18 And as her soul was departing, for she died, she 
called his name Ben-oni [son of my sorrow]; but his father called him Benjamin [son of the 
right hand].”

• Self cursing – most often we are not even aware of what we are saying!
o “I’m fat, stupid – I can’t do anything right!”
o “I wish I were dead – why am I still living?!”
o “I don’t want to get married – I don’t want to have children.”
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o “I’m tired of living!”
o We see this exampled in the life of Rebecca.

Genesis 27:11-13, 46  “11 But Jacob  said to Rebekah his mother, Listen, Esau my brother 
is a hairy man and I am a smooth man. 12 Suppose my father feels me; I will seem to him 
to be a cheat and an imposter, and I will bring [his] curse on me and not [his] blessing. 13 
But his mother said to him, On me be your curse, my son; only obey my word and go, 
fetch them to me. 46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the 
daughters of Heth [these wives of Esau]! If Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth 
such as these Hittite girls around here, what good will my life be to me?”
         

• Servants of satan – witchdoctors, fortunetellers, spiritualists, mediums, and so forth 
[Deuteronomy 18].

o This  would include demonic covenants – such as Freemasonry63 , Afrikaner 
Broerderbond – (South Africa) and other secret organizations.

Numbers 22:4-6 “4 And Moab  said to the elders of Midian, Now will this multitude lick up 
all that is round about us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field. So Balak son of Zippor, 
the king of the Moabites at that time, 5 Sent messengers to Balaam [a foreteller of events] 
son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the [Euphrates] River, even to the land of the children of 
his people, to say to him, There is a people come out from Egypt; behold, they cover the 
face of the earth and they have settled down and dwell opposite me. 6 Now come, I beg of 
you, curse this people for me, for they are too powerful for me. Perhaps I may be able to 
defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, 
and he whom you curse is cursed.”

• Soulish prayers, envy, selfishness, and gossiping64  [evil tongue] – there is 
POWER65 in our tongue/speech!

o Please note, medical professionals  and doctors are included under this point, 
particularly as they speak out a diagnosis or report.

James 3:14-15 “14  But if you have bitter jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry, selfish 
ambition) in your hearts, do not pride yourselves on it and thus be in defiance of and false 
to the Truth. 15  This [superficial] wisdom is not such as comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual (animal), even devilish (demoniacal).”
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Jeremiah 18:18 “18 Then [my enemies] said, Come and let us devise schemes against 
Jeremiah; for the law [of Moses] shall not perish from the priest [as this false prophet 
Jeremiah predicts], nor will counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, 
let us smite him with the tongue [making a charge against him to the king], and let us 
not pay any attention to his words.”

Proverbs 18:20-21 “20  A man’s [moral] self shall be filled with the fruit of his mouth; and 
with the consequence of his words he must be satisfied [whether good or evil]. 21  Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue, and they who indulge in it shall eat the fruit of it [for 
death or life]. [Matt. 12:37.]”

• People who represent/serve God can place curses upon people and/or nations. It 
applies to those who try to reverse God’s express Commandments

o Joshua.

Joshua 6:26 “26 Then Joshua laid this oath on them, Cursed is the man before the Lord 
who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. With the loss of his firstborn shall he lay its 
foundation, and with the loss of his youngest son shall he set up its gates.”

Five hundred years later …

1 Kings 16:34 “34 In his days, Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho. He laid its foundations at the 
cost of the life of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates with the loss of his youngest son 
Segub, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke through Joshua son of Nun.”

o David.

Three thousand years … still infertile.
 
2 Samuel 1:21 “21 O mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain upon you, or fields 
with offerings. For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul, as though 
he were not anointed with oil.”

o Elisha.
 
2 Kings 5:27 “27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cleave to you and to your offspring 
forever. And Gehazi went from his presence a leper as white as snow.”
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o Y’shua [Jesus].

Mark 11:13, 14, 20-23  “13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree [covered] with leaves, He 
went to see if He could find any [fruit] on it [for in the fig tree the fruit appears at the same 
time as the leaves]. But when He came up to it, He found nothing but leaves, for the fig 
season had not yet come. 14 And He said to it, No one ever again shall eat fruit from you. 
And His disciples were listening [to what He said]. 20 In the morning, when they were 
passing along, they noticed that the fig tree was withered [completely] away to its roots. 21 
And Peter remembered and said to Him, Master, look! The fig tree which You doomed has 
withered away! 22 And Jesus, replying, said to them, Have faith in God [constantly]. 23 
Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, Be lifted up and thrown into the sea! and 
does not doubt at all in his heart but believes that what he says will take place, it will be 
done for him.

• Disobedience through ignorance.

Hosea 4:6 “6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you [the priestly 
nation] have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you that you shall be no priest to Me; 
seeing you have forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget your children.”

Leviticus 5:17, 19  “If a person sins, and commits any of these things which are forbidden 
to be done by the commandments of the Lord, though he does not know it, yet he is guilty 
and shall bear his iniquity. And he shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish from the 
flock, with your valuation, as a trespass offering. So the priest shall make atonement for 
him regarding his ignorance in which he erred and did not know it, and it shall be forgiven 
him. 19 It is a trespass offering, he has certainly trespassed against the Lord.”

Scriptures concerning the sins of the fathers.

• Ten Commandments

Exodus 20:1-17 “THEN GOD spoke all these words: 
2  I am the Lord your God, Who has brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 
3  You shall have no other gods before or besides Me. 
4  You shall not make yourself any graven image [to worship it] or any likeness of anything 
that is in the heavens above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth;
 5  You shall not bow down yourself to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate Me, [Isa. 42:8; 48:11.] 
6  But showing mercy and steadfast love to a thousand generations of those who love Me 
and keep My commandments.
 7  You shall not use or repeat the name of the Lord your God in vain [that is, lightly or 
frivolously, in false affirmations or profanely]; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who 
takes His name in vain. 
8  [Earnestly] remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy (withdrawn from common 
employment and dedicated to God).
 9  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
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10  But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, 
you, or your son, your daughter, your manservant, your maidservant, your domestic 
animals, or the sojourner within your gates. 
11  For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested the seventh day. That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it [set it apart for His purposes]. 
12  Regard (treat with honor, due obedience, and courtesy) your father and mother, that 
your days may be long in the land the Lord your God gives you. 13  You shall not commit 
murder. 
14  You shall not commit adultery. [Prov. 6:25, 26; Matt. 5:28; Rom. 1:24; Eph. 5:3.] 
15  You shall not steal. [Prov. 11:1; 16:8; 21:6; 22:16; Jer. 17:11; Mal. 3:8.] 
16  You shall not witness falsely against your neighbor. [Exod. 23:1; Prov. 19:9; 24:28.] 
17  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or 
his maidservant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s. [Luke 12:15; 
Col. 3:5.]”

Exodus 34:6 “6  And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord! the Lord! a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in loving-kindness and truth,”

• God’s Description of Himself of Himself, of His Goodness, Merciful, and Justice

Numbers 14:18 “18  The Lord is long-suffering and slow to anger, and abundant in mercy 
and loving-kindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and fourth 
generation. [Exod. 34:6, 7.]”

• Law of Judgment

Exodus 21:23-25 “23  But if any damage follows, then you shall give life for life, 24  Eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25  Burn for burn, wound for wound, and 
lash for lash.”

Sins of the fathers at work.

• Warning to Israel that they and their children will waste away in a foreign land.

Leviticus 26:39 “39  And those of you who are left shall pine away in their iniquity in your 
enemies’ lands; also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away like them.”

• Descendants of Solomon corrupted by iniquity, leading nation into idolatry and 
corruption.  In general each one worst than the previous.

1 Kings 15:26 “26  He did evil in the sight of the Lord and walked in the way of his father 
and in his sin, with which he made Israel sin.”

1 Kings 16:25-26 “25  But Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord, even worse than all who 
were before him. 26  He walked in all the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sin, by 
which he made Israel sin, to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger with their idols.”
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• Descendants of Solomon of Israel just before the Exile.

Jeremiah 16:10-12 “10  And when you tell these people all these words and they inquire of 
you, Why has the Lord decreed all this enormous evil against us? Or, What is our iniquity? 
Or, What is the sin that we have committed against the Lord our God? 11  Then you shall 
say to them, [It is] because your fathers have forsaken Me, says the Lord, and have 
walked after other gods and have served and worshiped them and have forsaken Me and 
have not kept My law, 12  And because you have done worse than your fathers. For 
behold, every one of you walks after the stubbornness of his own evil heart, so that you do 
not listen to and obey Me.”

• Children of Israel in Babylon during the Exile.

Lamentations 5:1-7 “O LORD, [earnestly] remember what has come upon us! Look down 
and see our reproach (our national disgrace)! 
2  Our inheritance has fallen over to strangers, our houses to foreigners. 
3  We have become orphans and fatherless; our mothers are like widows. 
4  We have had to pay money to drink  the water that belongs to us; our [own] wood is sold 
to us. 
5  Our pursuers are upon our necks [like a yoke]; we are weary and are allowed no rest. 
6  We have given the hand [as a pledge of fidelity and submission] to the Egyptians and to 
the Assyrians [merely] to get food to satisfy [our hunger]. 
7  Our fathers sinned and are no more, and we have borne their iniquities.”

• Scribes and Pharisees identifying with their ancestors who killed the prophets 
(particularly clear in the NIV).

Matthew 23:30-32 “30  And behold, two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when 
they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, Lord, have pity and mercy on us, 
[You] Son of David! 
31  The crowds reproved them and told them to keep still; but they cried out all the more, 
Lord, have pity and mercy on us, [You] Son of David! 
32  And Jesus stopped and called them, and asked, What do you want Me to do for you?”
 
Each dies for his own sin.

• Original declaration – each dies for his own sin.

Deuteronomy 24:16 “16  The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall 
the children be put to death for the fathers; only for his own sin shall anyone be put to 
death.” 

• King Amaziah of Judah applies the verse above.

2 Chronicles 25:3-4 “3  When his kingdom was firmly established, he slew his servants 
who had killed the king his father. 
4  But he did not slay their children; he did as it is written in the Law, in the Book of Moses, 
where the Lord commanded, The fathers shall not die for the children, or the children die 
for the fathers; but every man shall die for his own sin.”
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• End of a proverb about sour grapes.

Jeremiah 31:29-30 “29  In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge. [Ezek. 18:2.] 
30  But everyone shall die for his own iniquity [only]; every man who eats sour grapes—his 
[own] teeth shall be set on edge.”

• Clear outline of God’s Judgment and repentance principles.

Ezekiel 18:19-23 “19  Yet do you say, Why does not the son bear the iniquity of the father? 
When the son has done that which is lawful and right and has kept all My statutes and has 
done them, he shall surely live.
 20  The soul that sins, it [is the one that] shall die. The son shall not bear and be punished 
for the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear and be punished for the iniquity of 
the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him only, and the wickedness of 
the wicked shall be upon the wicked only.
 21  But if the wicked man turns from all his sins that he has committed and keeps all My 
statutes and does that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
22  None of his transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; 
for his righteousness which he has executed [for his moral and spiritual rectitude in every 
area and relation], he shall live. 
23  Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked? says the Lord, and not rather that he 
should turn from his evil way and return [to his God] and live?”

• We are all under iniquity.

Romans 3:23 “23  Since all have sinned and are falling short of the honor and glory which 
God bestows and receives.”

Romans 3:10-12 “10  As it is written, None is righteous, just and truthful and upright and 
conscientious, no, not one. [Ps. 14:3.] 
11  No one understands [no one intelligently discerns or comprehends]; no one seeks out 
God. [Ps. 14:2.] 
12  All have turned aside; together they have gone wrong and have become unprofitable 
and worthless; no one does right, not even one!”

Romans 6:23  “23  For the wages which sin pays is death, but the [bountiful] free gift of 
God is eternal life through (in union with) Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Special exceptions where children die for their father’s sin.

• Rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram results in the earth swallowing them and 
their men, their wives, children, and all of their possessions.

Numbers 16:32-33 “32  And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and their 
households and [Korah and] all [his] men and all their possessions. [Num. 26:10, 11.] 
33  They and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol (the place of the dead); 
and the earth closed upon them, and they perished from among the assembly.”
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• Sin of Achan results in his entire family and all possessions being stoned, burned, 
and buried.

Joshua 7:1, 24-25 “BUT THE Israelites committed a trespass in regard to the devoted 
things; for Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, 
took some of the things devoted [for destruction]. And the anger of the Lord burned against 
Israel. 
24  And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan son of Zerah, and the silver, the 
garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his 
tent, and all that he had; and they brought them to the Valley of Achor. 
25  And Joshua said, Why have you brought trouble on us? The Lord will trouble you this 
day. And all Israel stoned him and those with him with stones, and afterward burned their 
bodies with fire.”

• Death of the firstborn son of David and Bathsheba at age seven days.

2 Samuel 12:14, 18 “14  Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the 
Lord and given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child that is 
born to you shall surely die. 
18  And on the seventh day the child died. David’s servants feared to tell him that the child 
was dead, for they said, While the child was yet alive, we spoke to him and he would not 
listen to our voices; will he then harm himself if we tell him the child is dead?”

• Death of the children as well as the fathers of Anathoth and of Judah.

Jeremiah 11:21-23 “21  Therefore thus says the Lord about the men of Anathoth 
[Jeremiah’s hometown], who seek your life [Jeremiah] and say, Prophesy not in the name 
of the Lord, that you die not by our hands—
22  Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Behold, I  will punish them. Their young men will 
die by the sword, their sons and their daughters will die by famine; 
23  And there will be no remnant [of the conspirators] left, for I will bring evil and calamity 
upon the men of Anathoth in the year of their punishment.”

• Our fathers sinned and are no more, and we bear their punishment.

Lamentations 5:7 “7  Our fathers sinned and are no more, and we have borne their 
iniquities.”

• Death of the children of the wicked of Babylon, no possession of their land, and 
destruction of their cities.

Isaiah 14:20-22 “20  You shall not be joined with them in burial, because you have 
destroyed your land and have slain your people. May the descendants of evildoers 
nevermore be named! 
21  Prepare a slaughtering place for his sons because of the guilt and iniquity of their 
fathers, so that they may not rise, possess the earth, and fill the face of the world with 
cities. 
22  And I will rise up against them, says the Lord of hosts, and cut off from Babylon name 
and remnant, and son and son’s son, says the Lord.”
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Examples of spiritual inheritance from the Word:
• Genesis 1

o God makes a Law – everything will increase according to its own kind.  The 
Lord very strictly warned his children not to marry outside their nation – 
especially with the Canaanites.  He knew how the blood could become 
contaminated.

• Genesis 15:16
o The iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.  The Lord promises that Abraham’s 

offspring shall inherit the Promised Land.  They would first have to remain in 
a strange land for four hundred years and then they would return.  What is 
the meaning of “full iniquity”?  The Amorites were the descendants of Cain.  
They lived in the land Canaan and worshipped false gods together with gross 
sexual perversion and orgies (Sodom and Gomorra).  After the fourth 
generation their spiritual genes were so totally corrupt that God gave the 
Israelites order to kill every living thing in Canaan.  To let them live would 
endanger Israel to become spiritually infected.  There was  no cure for 
spiritual infection in the Old Testament.  Israel was disobedient and became 
infected.  Ezekiel 9 is a good example of how God Himself cleansed the 
land.  What did the people have to do for God not to destroy them?

• Leviticus 26:39-40
o The people had to confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, 

and the LORD remember His Covenant [verse 45].
• Daniel also stood on this  promise in his prayer (Daniel 9) as well as Nehemiah 

(Nehemiah 1:5-11).
• Numbers 14:1-35

o Moses intercedes for the deliverance of the iniquities for the nation of Israel.  
They had come out of Egypt and were doing so well until they started to 
complain against Joshua and Caleb.  God tells  Moses to step aside so that 
He can deal with them but Moses falls on his knees and says: "Forgive their 
iniquities!" and the Lord is merciful to them (verse 20)!  These people had 
come out of Egypt, but Egypt was still in them. 

• Numbers 33:51-55
o The inhabitants of the land must be driven out before you can possess it 

otherwise “those remaining will be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your 
sides and they shall harass you in the land where you dwell”.  Don’t become 
comfortable with your frogs!

• Genesis 49:9-12
o The BLOODLINE of Y’shua [Jesus] starts with Judah.  Satan heard the 

prophecy and immediately started with a history check of Judah’s  life.  He 
discovered a weakness (strange women) in Genesis 38.  
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o He then stated a petition according to Deuteronomy 23:2 (an illegitimate child 
is  cursed for ten generations) and kept God to His Word (Matthew 1 states 
that the genealogy from Judah to David is ten generations – David's 
weakness was strange women, as was Solomon’s).  In the Old Testament 
there was no deliverance from spiritual infection and the power of iniquity 
caused the children of Israel to be driven further and further away from God.  
For two types of sin there was no blood sacrifice:  the occult and sex outside 
of marriage. The penalty was death by stoning (both types of sin defiled the 
spiritman).  God recognized this problem with sin as well as the attitude of 
the heart that made it so easy to fall into sin.  This attitude of the heart was 
as a result of iniquity. This attitude had to change so that man could fully 
serve God.

• Jeremiah 31:33-34
o God will write His Torah [Instructions] on our hearts  – “forgive their iniquities 

and remember their sins no more”.

Jeremiah 32:18 “18  You Who show loving-kindness to thousands but recompense the 
iniquity of the fathers into the bosoms of their children after them. The great, the mighty 
God; the Lord of hosts is His name—“

Examples in the New Testament:

Matthew 23:28-32 “28  Just so, you also outwardly seem to people to be just and upright 
but inside you are full of pretense and lawlessness and iniquity. [Ps. 5:9.] 
29  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, pretenders (hypocrites)! For you build tombs for 
the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, 
30  Saying, If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have aided them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets. 
31  Thus you are testifying against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who 
murdered the prophets. 
32  Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ sins to the brim [so that nothing may be 
wanting to a full measure].”

2 Thessalonians 2:7 “7  For the mystery of lawlessness (that hidden principle of rebellion 
against constituted authority) is already at work in the world, [but it is] restrained only until 
he who restrains is taken out of the way.”

Romans 6:19 “19  I am speaking in familiar human terms because of your natural 
limitations. For as you yielded your bodily members [and faculties] as servants to impurity 
and ever increasing lawlessness, so now yield your bodily members [and faculties] once 
for all as servants to righteousness (right being and doing) [which leads] to sanctification.”

• Acts 8:9-23 – Simon the Sorcerer.
o Verse 13 – Simon believes the gospel, he repents, is  born again and is 

baptized.
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o Verse 18 – he wanted to buy the authority that Peter and John received from 
the Lord to lay their hands on believers to receive the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.  He was falling back into his previous bad practices.

Peter rebuked Simon and identified three problem areas:  

⇒ His heart was not right before the Lord;  
⇒ He had a root of bitterness; 
⇒ There was a bond of iniquity in his life.

From this we learn that even after being born again and being baptized there are unholy 
ties  that are not automatically and instantaneously broken. They need specific ministry and 
need to be nailed to the cross.  Repentance and renunciation, followed by deliverance and 
replacement of the evil influence by the Godly alternative, ensure victory!
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