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Parashah B’reisheet | “in the beginning” | n">NnNN2
Week 1

This is first portion of the new cycle / year.
In the past, we have looked at the context and impact meaning of each portion.

This year | have decided to search for a verse that seems to stand out for further
analysis and consideration.

LIFE IS WORTH LIVING!!!

The verse that stands out for me is...

Genesis 3:23 “.... therefore ADONAI, God, sent him out of the Garden of Eden to cultivate
the ground from which he was taken. “
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CONSIDER THIS!
Before mankind is ‘sent out’ of the Garden, there is this Declaration by YHVH.

Man has the mandate and the ability, whether creative / strategic / practical, to do
something significant.

This word is often translated as “work” ... but clearly there is more to this than first meets
the eye.

We have grown up to think of work as:

¢ Something that is a sort of punishment / struggle
¢ Something that can elevate our position in society
¢ Something that can bring us riches / rewards

A better translation would be ... we are to cultivate

Let us look at this word carefully for some of these various meanings:
The Hebrew word is: Strong’s 5467 “abad”

What we will see is that here are a number of meanings to be considered.

Remember ... this early mandate over our lives call for us uniquely and individually to DO
SOMETHING with our lives!

This will entail a careful consideration of the Talents and Gifts that YHVH has placed inside
of us, as well as an analysis of the culture / place where we are born.

We are to bring light and YHVH’s Glory to this world!

A. To do / serve /| YHVH and others

¢ The Bible is clear....
There are two groups of people:

Those who becomes children of Abraham, either

- by birth or

- by being adopted into the family through the acceptance of the Work that Y’shua did
on the cross.

That definition of the principle of the two groups is found in the story of Rebecca.
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Those who choose to become a part of the Covenant, will always be different and at war
with those who make the alternate choice.

¢ Having made that choice, we can either be like Jacob (and Paul), elect to go our own
way for a while - and live with the consequences of that choice, or

¢ We can accept our role to work / cultivate that portion of Land that YHVH has given us
diligently.

When we do this, we become priests in the Living Stone Tabernacle!

Genesis 25:23 “.... who answered her, “There are two nations in your womb. From birth
they will be two rival peoples. One of these peoples will be stronger than the other, and the
older will serve the younger.”

Genesis 25:24-26 “When the time for her delivery came, there were twins in her womb.
The first to come out was reddish and covered all over with hair, like a coat; so they named
him ‘Esav [completely formed, that is, having hair already]. Then his brother emerged, with
his hand holding ‘Esav’s heel, so he was called Ya’akov. Yitz’chak was sixty years old
when she bore them.”

The boys grew up:

¢ Esav became a skilful hunter, an outdoors man

¢ Ya‘akov was a quiet man who stayed in the tents
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B. To till / dress the ground
Whatever talents we have, have a purpose ... we are to plant and produce a harvest.
In the early days of the Bible, this was evidenced in the physical domain.

We planted certain crops or certain fruit trees and then we looked after these until the time
for harvesting comes around.

We till / dress the land so that we can show the world the YHVH blesses us and to make
sure that everyone one else understands our position ... we bring a first fruits offering in
the PUBLIC DOMIAN.

Genesis 2:15 “ADONAI, God, took the person and put him in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate and care for it.”

Now that we are priests in the Living Stone Tabernacle, we have another set of fruit that
we must bear.

¢ The Fruit of the Holy Spirit.
¢ These fruit become the source of life to those who are around you.
¢ These fruit also become the reflection of your character.

Character attributes like these become the seed of generational blessings in the next
generation.

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, humility, self control. Nothing in the Torah stands against such
things.”

Galatians 5:24-25 “Moreover, those who belong to the Messiah Yeshua have put their old
nature to death on the stake, along with its passions and desires. Since it is through the
Spirit that we have Life, let it also be through the Spirit that we order our lives day by day.”

Not only are we to cultivate an inner strength - an attribute where we can withstand the
tests of time, but we are to reflect this inner conviction of YHVH's Faithfulness by the
way we respond to all people irrespective of their value system.

Critically, we are given a family and children.

This is a unique ‘land’ that we must till. There cannot be a greater responsibility that that
raising responsible children.

The next generation will serve YHVH with diligence if we, as parents, revealed YHVH as
‘Father’.
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Children are the wet clay that parents are given with which they can reveal their
understanding of cultivation ... do they have the ability to observe and discern the Will of
YHVH for each child?

More importantly, do they have the understanding and the perseverance to push through
all of the training and role modeling that is required to empower the child to fulfill that role?

C. To be a worshipper
The Garden of Eden contains some lessons that are not articulated.

Later on, when YHVH and Abraham enter into Covenant, we find these principles set out
in words that we can understand.

¢ One such principle is that when we enter into Covenant, we gain those benefits
without cost, but

¢ We are also accountable and have a responsibility to live to the standard of YHVH’s
Plumb-line.

Exodus 3:12 “He replied, “I will surely be with you. Your sign that | have sent you will be
that when you have led the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

Exodus 20:8-10 “Remember the day, Shabbat, to set it apart for God. You have six days
to labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Shabbat for ADONAI your God.”

One of the roles that Adam played in the Garden of Eden was to name the animals.
This task, obviously implied that Adam had an appreciation for the uniqueness and the
beauty of each animal.

We have to cultivate an appreciation for beauty of the Creation and do you care to
ensure that it will be here for the next generation?

D. Serve ... as in bondage
One may see this as negative ... as something that is a punishment.

¢ However, the bondage that we are placed in sometimes, is a means to an end ... we
are supposed to re-evaluate our lives.

¢ What are we doing with the potential placed inside of us?
¢ \What are we doing that fails to reveal the Light / Glory of YHVH?

The other side of the coin is to take up a role of Priestly leadership ... become pure and
holy, walk in integrity and humblilty before all of the people.

If this is our objective in life, then we keep the ‘OLD MAN’ IN BONDAGE ... then we take
control of our ego and human nature and submit it to YHVH.
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Genesis 15:13-14 "ADONAI said to Avram, “Know this for certain: your descendants will
be foreigners in a land that is not theirs. They will be slaves and held in oppression there
four hundred years. But | will also judge that nation, the one that makes them slaves.
Afterwards, they will leave with many possessions.”

Exodus 23:24 “You are not to worship their gods, serve them or follow their practices;
rather, you are to demolish them completely and smash their standing-stones to pieces.”

What we could think about this week ...

i) Have you cultivated any of the following “weeds” this week?, if so... pull them out
now!!!

Galatians 5:19-21 “And it is perfectly evident what the old nature does. It expresses itself
in sexual immorality, impurity and indecency; idol-worship and misuse of drugs in
connection with the occult; in feuding, fighting, becoming jealous and getting angry; in
selfish ambition, factionalism, intrigue and envy; in drunkenness, orgies and things like
these. | warn you now as | have warned you before: those who do such things will have
no share in the Kingdom.”
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i) Have you expressed joy and appreciation at the sunsets that you saw this week?

iii) Have you reflected the correct attributes in the role that you modelled for your child to
follow this week?

A FINAL THOUGHT

<+ We are created to do things ... to cultivated and produce something of value

» We are unique and valuable to YHVH
< Can you show a first fruit offering?

BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-27

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem I’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that | will BLESS them.

SHALOM

oY
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